


Bruegel 2026-2028 State Membership Agreement
Addendum to add [country] on [MONTH] 202X

The clauses hereafter have been agreed upon by Bruegel’s state members on 2 December 2025 and by [COUNTRY] on [DATE] [MONTH] 202X (effective from [DATE] [MONTH] 202X).
It is understood that this is a non-legal, politically binding agreement between its signatories. Furthermore, its provisions shall be implemented by each participating state in compliance with its national budgetary procedures and parliamentary prerogatives. 

1. Introduction
At the time of the creation of Bruegel, its founding state members entered into a state membership agreement through which they committed themselves to supporting Bruegel and listed targets to be reached at the end of the start-up phase. Following a first assessment report in 2007, they entered into a second state membership agreement covering the 2008-2010 period. Atemporary, third agreement covered the year 2011 and a fourth agreement covered the years 2012 and 2013. A fifth agreement covered the years 2014-2016. The sixth agreement covered the years 2017-2019. The seventh agreement covered the years 2020-2022. The eighth agreement covered the period 2023-25. These agreements committed the state members to continue supporting Bruegel and listed specific targets to be reached.
In November 2025, the state and corporate members were given an assessment report prepared by a specially appointed Review Task Force headed by Gertrude Tumpel-Gugerell (Former member of the European Central Bank Executive Board) and Jean-Pierre Landau (Affiliate Professor at Sciences Po and former Deputy Governor of Banque de France). State members welcomed the report and agreed on the principle of another in-depth review of Bruegel performance in 2028.
This agreement is intended to replace the 2022 agreement and form the basis for the state members' 2025-2027 involvement in, and support to, Bruegel.
A meeting of state members at the end of 2028 will examine whether to enter into a new agreement following this one. In order to inform that examination, the objectives listed hereafter should be taken into consideration.

2. Medium-term objectives
During the next triennium Bruegel needs to equip itself with the resources to keep pursuing its mission to improve the quality of economic policy with open and fact-based research, analysis and debate, in a fast-paced and ever-changing geopolitical and policy environment. 
Bruegel’s strength, independence and policy relevance rest on a diversified financing model that combines subscriptions by state members, corporate members and institutional members, as well as additional resources, including research grants and contracts. 
The following benchmarks are to be used for assessing the structure of financing by the end of the 2025-2027 period:
· The share of contributions from state members in total revenues should represent at or below 45%;
· Contributions from other members should represent at least one-third of total resources; 
· Research grants and contracts, from public and private sectors (ie non-subscription revenue) should represent between 20% and 35% of total resources; 
· Total resources of private origin (including membership, research grants and other sources) should be comfortably above one-third of total resources.
· Bruegel is encouraged to increase the number of participating states among those fulfilling statutory eligibility in its membership programme, so long as it continues to rigorously recruit corporate and institutional members, to maintain Bruegel’s unique membership model and significant financial input from non-state sources.
In order to ensure Bruegel’s development and independence, resources should be managed in a way that guarantees continuing financial soundness over the medium term, taking into account the potential effects of the economic cycle on membership and payment delays.

3. Subscription Development
For the duration of this agreement the membership categories and relative weighting of subscriptions shall remain as set in Section 6 hereafter. 

4. 2028 Review
In 2028, a comprehensive review of Bruegel's quality, relevance and impact over the 2025-2027 period shall take place.
The process under which the review is to be conducted and broad criteria for assessment shall be specified by a decision of Bruegel's General Assembly, no later than 31 December 2027. 

5. New State Members
State members joining Bruegel during the time period covered by this agreement are expected to sign it. 
New Member States shall be assigned a membership category corresponding to their population and GDP, by vote of the Group of States. 

6. State Member Categories and Weighting of Subscriptions
The categorisation of State members has been updated to the 2017 data for the period of this agreement. 

· Category 1: Malta, Cyprus, Luxembourg, Estonia, Latvia, Slovenia, Lithuania
· Category 2: Slovakia, Bulgaria, Croatia
· Category 3: Finland, Hungary, Czech Republic, Denmark, Portugal, Greece, Austria, Ireland 
· Category 4: Belgium, Romania, the Netherlands, Poland, Sweden
· Category 5: Spain, Italy, United Kingdom, France, Germany

The corresponding subscription weighting is set as follows for the period 2020-2022: 
· Category 1: yearly state subscription unit (SSU)
· Category 2: SSU x 2
· Category 3: SSU x 3
· Category 4: SSU x 4
· Category 5: SSU x 6


Signed by [COUNTRY]:

Name: XXX
Position: XXX
Date: XXX


Appendix

State membership categories as set for the period 2023-2025 
on the basis of 2017 data
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Country % 2017

Malta 0.08%

Cyprus 0.15%

Estonia 0.20%

Luxembourg 0.23%

Latvia 0.27%

Slovenia 0.34%

Lithuania 0.41%

Croatia 0.56%

Slovakia 0.80%

Bulgaria 0.85%

Finland 1.26%

Ireland 1.29%

Hungary 1.34%

Denmark 1.50%

Czechia 1.62%

Portugal 1.63%

Greece 1.67%

Austria 2.04%

Romania 2.48%

Sweden 2.53%

Belgium 2.53%

Netherlands 4.05%

Poland 5.17%

Spain 8.28%

Italy 11.62%

France 14.09%

United Kingdom 14.47%

Germany 18.54%

100.00%

1  (<0.5%)

2  (0.5% - 1%)

3  (1% - 2.4%)

4 (2.4% - 6%)

5 (> 6%)

Category


