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Request to renew the Association Agreement between the European Space Agency and the Government of the Republic of Latvia

Dear Mr. Aschbacher, 

I have the honour to refer to the Association Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Latvia and the European Space Agency, signed in Paris on 24 June 2020 by Mr. Johann-Dietrich Wörner, then ESA Director General, and in Riga on 30 June 2020 by Ms. Ilga Suplinska, then Minister for Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia. The Agreement entered into force on 27 July 2020 for a period of seven years and is therefore due to expire on 26 July 2027.
Article 18, paragraph 5, of the Association Agreement provides that it “may be extended by mutual agreement in writing”. 
Extending the duration of the Association Agreement is a sound prospect for further consolidating the Latvian space ecosystem and its further integration into the European and global supply chains. Considering the importance of this cooperation and the positive results achieved to date, the Government of the Republic of Latvia would be honoured if ESA would give favourable consideration to extend the Association Agreement for two consecutive periods of seven years, until 26 July 2041. 
Since the Association Agreement entered into force in 2020, cooperation between the Republic of Latvia and ESA has made a significant contribution to the development of Latvia’s space sector. As a relatively new space nation, Latvia particularly values ESA’s support in strengthening national capabilities, developing new expertise and integrating Latvian organisations into the European space ecosystem. Through this cooperation, Latvian companies, research institutions and higher education institutions have developed new technologies, established international partnerships and enhanced their competitiveness in the European space sector.
The Government of the Republic of Latvia particularly values ESA’s contribution to developing the next generation of talent and strengthening Latvia’s innovation ecosystem. ESA BIC Latvia was established in 2024 and provides support to start-ups, while the European Space Education Resource Office (ESERO) will be launched in Latvia this autumn, fostering young people’s interest in STEM and space. Latvian higher education institutions have developed new courses related to space technologies, while the National Graduate Trainee Programme offers young Latvian graduates’ opportunities to gain professional experience at ESA. These achievements demonstrate the long-term value that cooperation with ESA brings to Latvia.
A Country Report on the cooperation between the Parties under the Association Agreement, setting out the considerations supporting its extension, has been completed and submitted to ESA. 
Subject to the approval of the ESA Council, we understand that the extension of the Agreement would be formalised through an exchange of letters.


Yours sincerely, 

Ilze Indriksone
Minister of Education and Science on behalf of the government of the Republic of Latvia
