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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
ON THE GRAIN VERIFICATION SCHEME BETWEEN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRARIAN POLICY AND FOOD OF UKRAINE,
THE DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOOD & RURAL AFFAIRS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 
[image: ]AND
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA
The Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine (hereinafter referred to as "MAPF"), the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (hereinafter referred to as "Defra") and the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter referred to as "MoA") are hereinafter referred to individually as "the Participant" and collectively as "the Participants",

Taking into consideration the global food security issues caused by Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine and its intentional damage to and undermining of Ukraine's agriculture sector,

Recognising the joint interest of the Participants in the recovery of the Ukrainian agriculture sector, their dedication to free and transparent global food trade, and their shared aspiration towards global food security for present and future generations,

Noting the potential scale of the suspected ongoing misappropriation of agricultural commodities from occupied Ukrainian territories, and the utility of the Grain Verification System ("GVS") as an innovative scientific tool to assist in evidencing provenance,

Expressing their shared intention to address this issue through dialogue, scientific collaboration under the GVS,

Recognising the common desire to facilitate shipment provenance checks, including in transit and port hubs such as Latvian ports, as an effective tool to support the shared objectives of the Participants,

Desiring to establish a framework for deepening cooperation, information exchange and dialogue between the Participants regarding the use and development of the GVS,

Have reached the following understanding:

Paragraph 1
1. The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding ("MoU") is to provide a non-binding framework for cooperation between the Participants in utilizing and developing the GVS to determine the provenance of agricultural produce (including wheat, maize, barley, and sunflower seed samples) suspected of being misappropriated from the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine.
2. The Participants understand the GVS to comprise a scientific reference database and related user tools intended to facilitate provenance assessment in support of national enforcement checks and international transparency.

Paragraph 2
The Participants intend to cooperate on a voluntary and consultative basis within the scope of their respective competences in the following areas:

1. Facilitating mutual access and cooperation under the GVS and reference data for competent authorities designated by the Participants;
2. Exchanging experience, scientific methods, sampling guidelines, and technical advice regarding grain sampling, laboratory testing, and provenance analysis;
3. Sharing information on accredited or qualified laboratories capable of carrying out the required isotopic and chemical analyses;
4. Exploring opportunities for joint efforts to enhance and expand the GVS reference database with authentic grain samples;
5. Promoting international awareness and understanding of the GVS in relevant international fora.
Paragraph 3
1. [bookmark: _k937srplftfa]Each Participant intends to designate an operational focal point to facilitate day-to-day communication and coordinate activities under this MoU.
2. The Participants intend to maintain regular dialogue, including through ad-hoc working-level meetings or consultations convened on a mutually determined basis, to review progress, share risk assessments, and discuss technical improvements to the GVS.
3. The Participants intend to cooperate, where appropriate, to deliver aligned public messaging regarding their joint efforts in identifying misappropriated grain.
Paragraph 4
1. Any exchange of information, data, or samples under this MoU will be carried out in accordance with the domestic laws and regulations applicable to each Participant.
2. The Participants intend to treat shared information with appropriate care and confidentiality, utilizing it primarily to advance the objectives described in this MoU.
3. The Participants do not intend to share or disclose non-public information received under this MoU to third parties without prior consultation with the originating Participant, except where disclosure is required by applicable domestic law, judicial order, or international legal obligations.

Paragraph 5

1. All cooperative activities under this MoU are subject to the availability of appropriate funds, personnel, and institutional resources of the Participants, and in accordance with their respective domestic legislation.
2. Unless otherwise mutually decided in writing, each Participant intends to bear its own costs incurred in the course of participation under this MoU.
3. The Participants may explore opportunities for external donor funding or technical assistance from international partners to support activities related to the GVS.
Paragraph 6
Should collaborative activities under this MoU involve or generate intellectual property, the Participants intend to consult with each other to determine fair and mutually acceptable arrangements regarding ownership and use, where appropriate through separate specific instruments.
Paragraph 7
1. This MoU represents an expression of political and administrative intent and is not an international treaty or agreement under international law.
2. This MoU does not create any legally binding rights, relationships, or financial obligations for the Participants or their States under domestic or international law.
3. This MoU does not alter or affect the existing statutory functions, rights, or obligations of the Participants under applicable national legislation or international treaties.
Paragraph 8
Any difference or question concerning the interpretation or application of this MoU will be resolved amicably through direct consultations and dialogue between the Participants.
Paragraph 9
1. This MoU will come into operation on the date of its signature by all Participants.
2. The Participants intend to cooperate under this MoU until 31 March 2027, unless extended by mutual written decision of the Participants.
3. This MoU may be modified at any time by mutual written consent of the Participants.
4. Any Participant may discontinue its participation in this MoU by giving three (3) months' prior written notice to the other Participants.
5. Discontinuation of participation by the MoA will not affect the continued operation of this MoU between Defra and MAPF.

Signed on ___________________, 2026 in triplicate in the English language, all texts being equally valid.





Taras Vysotskyi
Minister of Agrarian Policy and
Food of Ukraine




Baroness Hayman of Ullock 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland     
 



Uldis Augulis
Minister of Agriculture of the
Republic of Latvia
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