




Memorandum of Understanding
between
the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia 
and
the Italian Space Agency of the Italian Republic
on 
cooperation in the field of space activities 
for peaceful purposes







The Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter referred to as "Ministry"), on the basis of its statutes, represented by its State Secretary, 
And
The Italian Space Agency of the Italian Republic (hereinafter referred to as "ASI"), represented by its President,
hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Participants” and separately as a the "Participant",
CONSIDERING that both the Republic of Latvia and the Italian Republic are Member States of the European Union and both cooperate within the framework of the European Space Agency (ESA), the Italian Republic being one of its Founding Members and the Republic of Latvia an Associate Member;
RECOGNISING their common interest in the use of space for peaceful purposes, in accordance with international law;
RECOGNISING the importance and successful development of space technology and applications;
CONSIDERING their mission to develop European space research and applications, carried out both at national and European level;
CONVINCED of the importance of reinforcing the European infrastructures for space research and technology and of capitalizing on the potential of space through the development and use of concrete and innovative applications and services based on space data;
WISHING to strengthen and develop their cooperation in the space area and to foster and facilitate commercial and industrial cooperation in the area of space activities for their mutual benefit;
EXPRESSING their desire to develop the organizational basis and effective forms of bilateral cooperation in the field of space technology and its applications for mutual benefits;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the common interest of promoting cooperation in the field of space activities,
HAVE REACHED THE FOLLOWING UNDERSTANDING:
1. Objective
The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as the "MoU") is to provide a framework for cooperative activities, for reviewing the areas of common interest, facilitating the exchange of information and promotion of joint activities and initiatives.
2. Fields of cooperation
1) The Participants will preliminary identify areas of mutual interest and seek to develop cooperative projects.
2) The current priority topics for cooperation are, inter-alia, joint projects and cooperation relevant to bilateral interests and/or to European Union and ESA endeavors in the field of:
1. Micro-Nano satellites and Technologies;
1. Earth Observation and related applications;
1. Navigation and space-enabled connectivity applications;
1. Ground based optical observation techniques;
1. Space science and academic collaborations;
1. Education, training, workshops and symposia; 
1. Promotion of commercial networking initiatives.

Additional topics may be added on the basis of a mutual written consent between the Participants.
3. Organization of cooperation 
1) The Participants will set up a Joint Steering Committee composed of up to three representatives from each Participant in order to evaluate possible collaboration projects.
2) Each Participant will communicate the names of its representatives within thirty (30) days from the signature of this MoU. Both Participants, however, reserve the right to appoint additional representatives as scientific and technical experts, by informing the other Participant.
3) The Participants will meet at least once a year, alternately in Italy and in Latvia, in order to review activities under MoU and to decide on future matters of cooperation.
4) The Joint Steering Committee may also appoint thematic working groups (TWGs) composed of representatives from both Participants and from other entities, national institutions and research bodies, if necessary, to meet on an additional basis to work on technical and organizational aspects of projects.
5) In order to develop cooperative projects in the frame of this MoU, specific implementing arrangements may be concluded between the Participants.
4. Release of information
The Participants will coordinate the release of information to the public relevant to the cooperative activities performed under this MoU.
5. Nature of this MoU, legislation and costs
1) This MoU does not constitute an international agreement which may lead to rights and obligations under international law. No provision of this Memorandum of Understanding is to be understood and performed as a legal obligation or commitment of the Participants.
2) This MoU will be applied in accordance with the Latvian and Italian legislations, as well as applicable international law and the obligations arising from Latvia’s and Italy’s membership of the European Union.
3) There will be no exchange of funds or payments between the Participants under this MoU; the expenses arising from the implementation of this MoU will be covered by the Participants according to their budget availability. Implementation of this MoU will not entail additional costs for the State budget of the Republic of Latvia and of the Italian Republic.
6. Amendment
This MoU may be amended at any time by mutual written consent of the Participants.
7. Duration, effective date and termination
1) This MoU will take effect on the date of signature and it will remain valid for an undetermined period. 
2) This MoU may be terminated at any time by either Participant giving six months written notice and will not affect any ongoing activity or project under this MoU, except as otherwise agreed in writing by the Participants.
8. Divergences
Any difference in the interpretation and/or application of this MoU will be solved amicably through direct negotiations and consultations between the Participants.

Signed in… on…in two originals in the English language, both texts being equally authentic.



	For the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia 


	For the Space Agency of the Italian Republic
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