ANNEX B - LATVIA
Implementation framework 
In accordance with Article 2.5 of the Regulation, the Parties to this Memorandum of Understanding have agreed on an implementation framework outlined in this annex.  
 
1. Financial parameters of the implementation framework 
	 
	Latvia 

	EEA FM contribution 
	National contribution 

	 
	Programmes  
	
	

	1 
	Local Development and Resilience
	€43,000,000
	€7,588,235

	 
	Other allocations 
	 
	 

	 
	Technical assistance to the Beneficiary State (Art. 1.10) 
	€1,378,785  
	€0

	 
	Funds for bilateral relations at national level (Art. 4.7) 
	€2,098,009
	€0

	 
	Funds for bilateral relations at programme level (Art. 4.10) 
	€300,000
	€0

	 
	Net allocation to Latvia 
	€46,776,794

	€7,588,235


 
2. Conditions 
Not applicable.
3. Specific concerns  
The amount of funds for bilateral relations allocated to the programme shall be included in the Programme Agreement.     
Under the funds for bilateral relations at national level, up to €1,500,000 shall be set aside for cooperation with the Baltic Centre for Media Excellence.  
The agreed allocations to the programme and bilateral funds include the EEA Financial Mechanism contribution to Latvia related to the challenges experienced as a result of the invasion of Ukraine, which amounts to €2,786,572. The planned use of these funds shall be described in the Concept Note for the programme.   
In accordance with Article 8.11.4 of the Regulation, the allocation to technical assistance is set at 2.75%, further to the request of the National Focal Point and the submission of justifications. The National Focal Point shall ensure that the entire allocation is necessary for the performance of the tasks of the National Focal Point, the Certifying Authority and the Audit Authority.  
Gender equality and digitalisation will be mainstreamed in the programme. The Concept Note shall describe how this shall be achieved.    
 
4. Substantive parameters of the implementation framework  
The programme described below is to be implemented subject to the approval of the FMC, in accordance with Article 6.3 of the Regulation. 
 
A. Local Development and Resilience	 
	Programme objectives: 
	Improved disaster resilience
More resilient, inclusive and sustainable communities


	Programme grant: 
	€43,000,000

	Programme co-financing: 
	€7,588,235 

	Programme Operator: 

	Ministry of Smart Administration and Regional Development of the Republic of Latvia



	Donor Programme Partners: 
	Norwegian Directorate for Civil Protection 
Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities 

	Programme areas: 
	Disaster prevention and preparedness
Local development, good governance and inclusion
 

	Programme specific concerns: 
	
The programme shall contribute to enhanced societal resilience in Latvia. As part of this, the programme shall address challenges experienced as a result of the invasion of Ukraine. 
The Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Welfare, Ministry of Health and Ministry of Culture shall be involved in the design and implementation of the programme as relevant.
The Norwegian Directorate for Civil Protection shall act as Lead Donor Programme Partner for the programme. The Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities shall act as Donor Programme Partner for the programme area "Local development, good governance and inclusion”.
[bookmark: _Hlk207701713]At least €31,245,000 shall be made available for the programme area “Disaster prevention and preparedness”. From this allocation, approximately €27,445,000 shall be made available to develop civil protection infrastructure, to be further defined in the Concept Note. Approximately €3,800,000 shall be made available for a pre-defined project for resilience preparedness activities and collaboration between state, municipalities and civil society towards crisis response coordination, with the Ministry of Interior as project promoter, in cooperation with Ministry of Culture and State Fire and Rescue Service and partners from the Donor States. 
The programme shall include measures to strengthen the resilience of the region bordering Russia and Belarus in response to challenges arising from the invasion of Ukraine. This shall be supported in amount of approximately €500,000 from the programme, to be further developed during the Concept Note development phase.
At least €8,000,000 shall be made available for the programme area Local development, good governance and inclusion. From this allocation approximately €5,000,000 shall be made available for capacity building on emergency preparedness and response for municipalities, NGOs and citizens, including through a pre-defined project with the Latvian Association of Local and Regional Governments as project promoter in cooperation with the Ministry of Smart Administration and Regional Development, the Latvian Association of Large Cities and the Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities. Approximately €3,000,000 shall be made available for a pre-defined project addressing information integrity, civic engagement, resilience and crisis preparedness with the Latvian National Library, in collaboration with regional libraries and relevant Donor project partner(s).
The programme shall give particular attention to facilitating development in the Latgale region.
The maximum level of funding for investment in infrastructure and equipment (hard measures) shall be set in the Programme Agreement. 

	 
	  


 

