[image: C:\Users\Nowakowski Adam\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\znak2.png]
‘Culture Compass’ 
Discussion paper
Informal Meeting of Ministers for Culture 
in Warsaw, April 7, 2025


I. Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]In her political guidelines, the President of the European Commission, Ms Ursula von der Leyen, highlighted Europe’s rich and varied cultural tapestry. In the mission letter to Glenn Micallef, Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness, Youth, Culture and Sport, she stressed the need for a more strategic policy approach to culture, embedding it in our overarching policy goals, ensuring it becomes more accessible for all. She entrusted the Commissioner to develop a new ‘Culture Compass’, an overarching strategic framework to harness and guide the multiple dimensions of culture. In his speech before the CULT Committee on 19 December 2024, Commissioner Mr Glenn Micallef stated the following:
“The Compass will serve as a framework for the discussions on the new EU programmes and the new multi-annual EU Work Plan for Culture. (…) The Compass will reaffirm culture as a key strategic element for Europe's future, whilst providing a clearer direction and a long-term vision for EU policy making on culture.”
The EU faces multiple intersecting crises, geopolitical tensions and war at the EU border. At the same time, Member States face economic challenges, societal health problems, social exclusion, the erosion of democracy and climate change. With the above in mind, it is essential to allow culture – which is important for European identity – to provide definition, direction and innovation. In that context, the EU Member States and the European Commission should be committed to ensuring a place for culture in the upcoming Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF). In this regard, it is important to provide development opportunities for artists and creative sector professionals, safeguard cultural heritage which is at risk owing to armed conflicts, define AI’s role and place in the cultural and creative sectors and open up the European Union to new Member States, including Ukraine.
The informal Ministers’ meeting is a great opportunity for an informal exchange of views on the tools and means that should be considered to enable development within the cultural and creative sectors.  Discussion will be resumed during the Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council meeting on 13 May 2025 and the experts level seminar that the European Commission and the Polish Presidency are going to host in Brussels.
II. Questions for the debate
Accordingly, we would like to ask Ministers to briefly (1 minute intervention) reflect on the following question: What should be the main strategic and guiding principles Member States wish to see included in a future Culture Compass for Europe?
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