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Joint Declaration of Intent (JDoI) for Cooperation on Cross-Border Renewable Electricity Capacity and Infrastructure
between 
the Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Lithuania, 
the Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia, 
and 
the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy of the Federal Republic of Germany

The Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Lithuania, the Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia, and the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy of the Federal Republic of Germany (hereinafter jointly referred to as the “Participants” and individually as a “Participant”) acknowledge the potential bilateral and multilateral benefits of hybrid electricity interconnections between the countries in the Baltic Sea Region, and seek to achieve positive social welfare effects for all participating economies, together with a fair and balanced distribution of costs and benefits. They recognize the aim of ensuring competitive energy prices while replacing the use and import of fossil fuels with renewable energy from the Baltic Sea Region. Furthermore, they emphasize the need for the European Union to play a leading role in the transition towards a green economy, and consider it essential to ensure a sustainable, competitive, and secure supply of energy to consumers, as well as the effective integration of the internal energy market.
Having regard to:
· the Declaration of Energy Ministers (the Vilnius Declaration) signed by the ministers of the EU Baltic Sea Member States in Vilnius on April 10, 2024, which expresses the commitment to phase out fossil fuels (especially from Russia), further develop offshore wind energy, promote regional cooperation with a focus on offshore energy infrastructure interconnections, and increase the resilience of critical energy infrastructure to cyber and physical threats;
· the Letters of Support issued by Germany, Latvia, and Lithuania in the spring of 2025, which unilaterally support the Baltic Hub project application to the European Ten-Year Network Development Plan 2026 (TYNDP 2026) and further development of the project;
the Participants have thus reached the following understanding:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk207285104][bookmark: _Hlk182400162]The Participants wish to jointly evaluate the technical and economic feasibility, together with the distributional effects, of developing a joint cross-border hybrid electricity interconnector between the Baltic States and Germany, including cross-border upgrades within the Baltic States and internal grid reinforcement for all Participants of the interconnector, and taking into account the planned expansion of renewable electricity capacities. The Participants believe that adopting a regional approach to the development of new energy infrastructure in a cost-optimized manner is an important step towards the efficient integration of the region’s offshore and onshore renewable potential into the European energy system and the optimal balancing of the different renewable yields across national borders. The aim of this JDoI is to reach a common understanding of the technical and economic feasibility of electricity system integration between the Participants through hybrid interconnections, as well as of the respective business case in terms of resulting costs and benefits. 
2. For this purpose, the Participants have submitted the Baltic Hub project for the upcoming European TYNDP 2026, which enables in-depth EU-level project analyses investigating broader project benefits and positive impacts on the EU electricity market, as well as on the security of supply of the European energy system. This may also support a possible application for EU funding, such as from the Connecting Europe Facility, at a later stage.
3. In addition to the EU-level project analysis and investigation under the TYNDP 2026 process, the Participants concur to continue supporting the multilateral studies and investigations conducted by the transmission system operators (TSOs) involved and by relevant third parties with a view to developing a cost-optimized and efficient Baltic Hub project concept. This includes, but is not limited to, cost-benefit analysis (CBA), sensitivity analysis, project financing concepts, technical project implementation concepts, and related territorial studies.
4. To this end, the Participants aim to provide all necessary support for the development of the technical and economic concept, as well as for a business case assessment by the participating TSOs. They also intend to support the assessment of energy market and social welfare effects, including relevant secondary benefits, and the evaluation of potential financing and cost-benefit-sharing models. In addition, the Participants aim to identify and assess the risks and take appropriate measures to protect and enhance the resilience of critical energy infrastructure associated with the Baltic Hub project, including measures to mitigate vulnerability to cyber-attacks, physical sabotage, and natural emergencies. Furthermore, the Participants intend to maintain political dialogue to facilitate the continued development of the project.
5. The Participants concur that, based on the preliminary results of the relevant studies referred to in points 2 and 3, they will reach a decision by the end of Q3 2026 regarding further development of the Baltic Hub project and its submission for Project of Common Interest status in accordance with the revised TEN-E regulation (EU/2022/869) process.
6. The Participants welcome the involvement of further Participants to extend the project through additional onshore and offshore generation capacity and interconnection infrastructure, as well as to contribute to its financing.
The Participants share the opinion that this JDoI should, in principle, be open to accession by any other EU Member State bordering the Baltic Sea. The JDoI may be amended at any time by mutual written consent, including provisions for the addition of further Participants.
This JDoI does not constitute a treaty or create any rights or obligations for any Participant under international law. Furthermore, it does not replace or modify any existing or future obligations regarding potential cooperation between the Participants. 

The existence of this JDoI may be made public. However, any data or information shared under, or in connection with, this JDoI, and/or as part of any discussions between the Participants, as well as the content of the JDoI itself, shall be considered confidential.
[bookmark: _Hlk163724333]The validity of this JDoI shall commence upon signature by the Participants. Each Participant may terminate cooperation under this JDoI at any time, and, where possible, should notify the other Participants in writing of its intention to do so at least one (1) month in advance.
 
This JDoI has been signed in three (3) counterparts.

Signed in …………………. on [Date].




	For the Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Lithuania

	For the Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia


	





	

	Žygimantas Vaičiūnas
Minister of Energy
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	For the Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy of the Federal Government of Germany
	[further participants may be added here]
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